CHAPTER XXIIL
THE ART OF WAR TO 1400.

WITH the encroachments of the barbarians upon the frontiers of the
Roman Empire, a decisive change came over the character of warfare.
The Roman army, as reorganised by Diocletian and Constantine, differed
greatly from the army of earlier days. The old distinction between the
legionary who was a Roman citizen and the auxiliary recruited from the
provinces had long disappeared; the employment of mercenary soldiers
from the tribes which surrounded the Empire had modified the whole
character of the imperial forces; a new regular army came into being, in
which novel elements, the Palatine troops which were directly at the
Emperor's disposal, and the Comitatenses who could be moved from the
interior of the Empire to meet pressure upon any part of the frontier,
took precedence of the older legions stationed in garrisons upon its
limits. Cavalry and light-armed infantry, to cope with the inroads of
swiftly-moving enemies, assumed an importance which tended to super-
sede that of the heavy-armed foot-soldier, the traditional mainstay of
the Roman military power. The barbarian, in contact with the legions,
had profited by his experience; the mercenary who had served in the
imperial ranks returned to his home with a new knowledge of the art
of war and of military equipment The enemies with whom the Romans
of the later Empire had to deal were formidably armed and could fight
upon equal terras with their opponents; while the Roman armies them-
selves, heterogeneous in composition, no longer formed a compact machine
which easily submitted to control. Civil war between rival Emperors and
the divided interests of East and West hastened the end of what still
remained of the old military system amid its transformations.

The defeat of Valens by the Goths at Hadrianople (378) proved that
a new force had arrived against which traditional tactics were found
wanting. The battle, begun as an attack by the Roman legions upon
the barricades of the Gothic camp, was decided by a sudden charge of
cavalry, which threw the Romans into confusion and placed them at the
mercy of their enemies. Henceforward cavalry took the upper hand in
warfare. Under Theodosius the Great a new army took lie place of
that which had been destroyed at Hadrianople, Foreign chiefe with
their bands of personal followers, horsed and armed with lances, were
attracted into his service by gifts and promises and gave him their
allegiance. With the aid of these foederati he repressed the revolt of
the western legions, and so established the supremacy of cavalry and the
Teutonic adventurer in the West. While, however, Italy was abandoned
to the strife of federate leaders and to the invasions of Goths and
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